
13 March 2020

Dear Parents/ Carers

Coronavirus

Hopefully Coronavirus will not impact on you and your families, however it is something that we all need to be prepared for.

Yesterday the Government issued guidance to stay at home for 7 days if you have either a high temperature or a new, continuous cough. If your child develops these symptoms then please follow the Government’s guidance and keep your child at home. In this situation do not go to a GP surgery, pharmacy or hospital and there is no need to contact 111. Please notify the school, as normal, of the absence.

If you think that your child may have contracted Coronavirus then call NHS 111, or 999 in an emergency (if they are seriously ill or injured or their life is at risk). The symptoms of Coronavirus are:

· cough
· difficulty in breathing
· fever

Please do notify the school if your child is diagnosed with Coronavirus.

If any pupils are diagnosed with Coronavirus then local Public Health England Health Protection Team will let us know and advise us on next steps. If this situation arises then we will keep you informed.

If your child has been in contact with anyone who has Coronavirus then please follow Government guidance and keep your child at home for 14 days from the point of contact with the person with the virus. Please ensure you inform the school as soon as possible of the absence, who will request the relevant information in regards to the case. The absence will be recorded as an authorised absence. 

The UK Government has said that they are not going to close schools, but that this may happen in the future. We are currently putting contingency plans in place for continuing to deliver education should the schools be required to close and will issue more details shortly, but actions we take will always be in line with Government guidance.

Your child’s school will use the normal school closure procedures to ensure that you are fully informed should we be required to close, initial communication will be done via text message and further details will be available on the school’s website. 

We are ensuring that there are plenty of opportunities for hand washing and making sure that there is plenty of soap and hand sanitisers available for everyone in our schools to use as this appears to be the best way [image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]to stop the spread of the virus.
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